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Described by the Los Angeles Times as playing with "blazing enthusiasm, power, and technical assurance,” pianist, Micah Yui believes that classical music has the power to bring diverse communities together through performance, can promote deep discussions about sensitivity and context in the world for her students, and empower individuals to use the artform as a vehicle for exploration of sustainability, meaning and positivity.

A recipient of three Canada Council grants, the Alberta Achievement Award and the Edmonton Civic Award, Yui has had a versatile performance career. As a concert pianist, Yui made her solo recital at the age of ten and orchestral debut at the age of thirteen in Canada. She has given solo recitals around the world, including venues in Zurich, Tokyo, New York, Toronto and Copenhagen.  Additionally, Yui has given radio performances on CBC, NHK, and WQXR and orchestral performances with the Syracuse, Edmonton, Victoria, Montreal Metropolitan, Asheville, and Baltimore Chamber orchestras. As a chamber musician, Yui has performed with many of the premier performing artists in the country, including Matt Haimovitz and Andy Simionescu, a piano duo with her sister, Lisa Yui, and the St. Lawrence string quartet. A frequent collaborator with Daniel Heifetz, Yui toured the country performing with “Heifetz and the Classical Band” and most recently worked on Schubert lieder with the great vocal coach, Graham Johnson, at Songfest on the Colburn campus in Los Angeles. Her recording with the London Symphony of Ernest Bloch’s concerto symphonique and scherzo fantasque won “Record of the Year” from Stereophile Magazine.

Yui is passionate about impacting the lives of young people. She has taught at the Royal Conservatory of Music in Toronto where she was the youngest faculty member. She has also been on the faculty at the Peabody Institute, Music Institute of Chicago, and Heifetz Institute. Her students have won numerous national and international competitions and have been accepted into prestigious music conservatories and schools of music around the country.  Yui is currently on the piano faculty at the Colburn School in both the Academy and the Community School where her students have continued to win prizes in numerous competitions and awards. At the Colburn School, she started the Piano Camp Intensive, a unique summer piano camp for young piano students ages nine to thirteen.  The camp gives students the opportunity to focus on developing their complete musicianship through solo playing, as well as voice, drama, and movement classes in a social atmosphere. In the summer of 2020, she was instrumental in developing a two-week Colburn Virtual Piano Seminar for advanced pianists where there were students from all over the world.

Born in Japan and of Korean heritage, Yui immigrated to Canada at the age of eight.  Her most important teachers were Leon Fleisher at both The Royal Conservatory of Music and Peabody Conservatory, Bella Davidovich at Juilliard, Marietta Orlov at the University of Toronto, and her first teachers, Boris Zarankin and Inna Perkis. Her other influential teachers were Giovanni Valentini with whom she worked with in Pesaro, Italy, as well as Menahem Pressler at the Banff Arts Center.

Yui currently lives in Los Angeles with her husband, Sel, daughter, Mira, and rescue dog, Daisy. Yui is an ardent supporter of environmental causes and rescue dogs. In her free time, she enjoys hiking and the great outdoors.

